Regulation of gene expression in oncogenically transformed cells.
Several genes expressed in response to growth factors are also regulated aberrantly in oncogenically transformed cells. The constitutive expression of genes encoding extracellular proteases, transcription factors, and cytokines is often correlated with cell transformation. In several instances, the uncontrolled expression of these genes is the result of transcriptional activation. Therefore, much attention has been devoted to the study of promoter function in transformed cells. We now review the results of recent investigations on transformation-dependent gene expression. The activation of several transcription factors in oncogenically-transformed cells is described. Results regarding the regulation of promoters through PRD II/kappa B are presented for cells transformed by a variety of oncogenes. Finally, we discuss the significance of transcription factor activation in the process of cell transformation.